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What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils enjoy coming to Our Lady and St John Catholic College. Their behaviour is
good.
Pupils say that everybody is valued in this school, regardless of their differences or
beliefs. Bullying is not tolerated. Pupils understand that teachers expect them to ‘be
ready, respectful and safe’.
Leaders’ work is making a positive difference at the school. They want the best for
the pupils. Leaders and teachers have reviewed the curriculum in a number of
subjects to help pupils achieve better than they have in the past. Even so, there is
more work needed in some subjects. Pupils have not achieved well in English
because the curriculum has not been good enough. In key stage 3, pupils
sometimes struggle because they are not given enough time to learn and remember
new knowledge.
Pupils benefit from a wide range of clubs. They can play sports, participate in a
music group or play chess. These activities are well attended. Pupils enjoy taking
part in several charity events. They are looking forward to hosting a Christmas party
for local senior citizens.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders, including governors, have taken effective action to improve the school since
the previous inspection. In particular, they have made sure that pupils behave well
and come to school regularly. The groundwork for the school to improve further has
been completed. Still, this work is taking time to make a difference to examination
results at the end of Year 11. These remain below the national average in many
subjects.
Leaders have used the strong partnership with a local teaching school to share ideas
across a network of schools to help them improve what is taught in different
subjects.
The reshaped curriculum is organised in a logical way to help pupils build on what
they have learned before. However, pupils are not always able to deepen their
learning so that they can know more and remember more. This is because some
teachers move through the content of the key stage 3 curriculum very quickly. Some
pupils find it difficult to keep up with this pace and they start to fall behind in their
learning. This is particularly true for disadvantaged pupils and pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). These pupils do not achieve as well as
they should.
In the past, the English curriculum has lacked ambition for all pupils. The new
English leader has developed a clear plan to turn this situation around. It is aimed at
raising teachers’ expectations and building pupils’ knowledge over time. It is still
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early days. The planned actions are not currently making enough of a difference to
pupils’ learning in this subject.
Leaders have not made reading a priority. Few pupils could talk about the books that
they had read. Leaders have just opened a well-stocked library. Already, younger
pupils have had the chance to enjoy story sessions. There are clear plans in place to
show how this new resource will be used to enhance pupils’ reading skills. These
plans are recent and many of the actions have not been completed.
The new special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has improved the provision
for pupils with SEND. The SENCo has given teachers clear guidance on how to help
pupils with SEND in their lessons. Teachers value this guidance and use it to provide
more effective support for these pupils on a day-to-day basis.
Pupils are taught how to keep themselves healthy and safe. They are taught about
British values and to appreciate differences between people in modern society.
Pupils are encouraged to develop their confidence and independence through a
range of after-school and lunchtime clubs and experiences. For example, pupils
engage in a debating society or they can opt to be involved in garden design and
maintenance.
Appropriate careers support and guidance help to prepare pupils for the next steps
in their education or career. Older pupils have the opportunity to visit universities
and colleges to help them choose where they would like to go when they move on
to further education. For example, there are a number of visits to a local sixth-form
college and university.
Pupils value their learning. Their punctuality to school and to lessons has improved
considerably. Leaders use effective strategies to support pupils in managing their
own behaviour. The proportion of pupils that are temporarily excluded from school
has reduced considerably. This is moving rapidly towards the national average for all
groups of pupils.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders and governors ensure that pupils are safe. Staff are well trained and can
recognise pupils in need of help. They know how to report their concerns. Leaders
provide safeguarding updates to staff when necessary. Leaders have ensured that
appropriate systems are in place so that only adults who are safe to work with pupils
are employed in the school.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Leaders should enable pupils to benefit from the curriculum in key stage 3 by
ensuring that they can deepen their learning and therefore know more and
remember more over time. This is particularly the case for disadvantaged pupils
and pupils with SEND. This action is needed to make sure that pupils’
achievement at the end of key stage 4 improves. They need to do much better in
GCSE examinations across a range of subjects.
 Leaders must move swiftly to ensure that the full English curriculum that is
currently being developed is in place for all year groups.
 Leaders must continue to implement the reading plan. They must ensure that all
pupils have access to a wide range of texts to enhance their reading skills and
promote their enjoyment of reading.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

119790

Local authority

Blackburn with Darwen

Inspection number

10110902

Type of school

Secondary comprehensive

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

11 to 16

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

748

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Mr Mike Zammit

Headteacher

Mr Peter Tite

Website

www.olsj.blackburn.sch.uk/

Date of previous inspection

23–24 May 2017

Information about this school
 The school currently uses alternative provision at St Thomas’s Centre and The
Heights to contribute to the education of a small number of pupils.
 The school had a section 48 inspection in July 2017.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 During the inspection, we spoke with a number of pupils about their work and
school life. We held meetings with senior leaders, governors, subject leaders and
the school improvement partner from the local authority.
 We reviewed documentation, which included leaders’ evaluation of the school’s
strengths and areas for improvement and the school development plan. We
scrutinised information about attendance and behaviour.
 We considered the views expressed by parents and carers in the 37 responses to
Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, as well as parents’ comments received via the
free-text facility on Parent View. We considered the 23 responses to a
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questionnaire for pupils and the 54 responses to a questionnaire for staff.
 We focused deeply on mathematics, geography, English and physical education
during the inspection. We met with subject leaders, visited lessons, spoke with
pupils, met with teaching staff and looked at pupils’ work. We also considered
other subjects as part of the inspection.

Inspection team
Erica Sharman, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Paul Buckland

Ofsted Inspector

Dawn Platt

Ofsted Inspector

Colin Bell

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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