Our Lady& St John Spring Term News
Section. 48 Diocesan Inspection
“Our Lady and St John is an
outstanding Catholic College”
“The school promotes
pupils’ spiritual, moral,
social
and
cultural
awareness well.”

OLSJ Lead the Maths
Challenge
High Expectations
Underpin Everything
We Aim To Achieve
Welcome to our newsletter. This has
been a fantastic year so far and we
have so many highlights to share. Our
students have been developing their
gifts and talents and the school has
been going from strength to strength.
Our achievement points total has gone
through the roof as students embrace
the new OLSJ rewards scheme. Our first
students will be collecting their bronze
award from the Mayor later this week.
What a credit they are to their families.

A real highlight of the year has been the
excellent attendance of our students,
which is well above the average for all
secondary schools nationally. This tells
me that our students are committed to
their studies and they want to be here.
We have a special atmosphere in our
school that is created by staff and
students alike. Our students are great
ambassadors and would love to show
you around. I hope you enjoy reading
about the many activities at OLSJ this
year and that you visit us soon to see
what a vibrant school it is for yourself.

Good luck Year 11!

Resilience and confidence are two
key skills we need to succeed in
school and later life. To stretch and
challenge our Year 7 students, we
launched a “critical skills”
initiative this term. Students had to
complete a range of personal
challenges and have them signed
off by their teacher to achieve the
award. We were delighted that over
half of the year group achieved the
full award. What a great
achievement Year 7.

A* Excellence
in Dance
Year 9 visit to Phoenix dance
theatre led to a whistle stop tour
of the BBC. Pupils took part in a
professional dance workshop and
then watched a live performance
of ‘Shadows’ a GCSE A* exemplar
dance piece. Whilst visiting, Mrs
Preedy managed to squeeze in a
trip to BBC Leeds and sat on the
famous red couch! Great work
Team Dance!

These are outstanding teachers and leaders
who support other schools to improve
across the North West. They also deliver
outstanding teaching to our students and
lead the rapid improvements commented on
by OFSTED.
We have twelve SLEs currently which is
testament to the talent we have developed
in school and managed to attract from
outside.

OLSJ Excels in
Careers Advice

Year 7 High
Achievers

Year 11 on Track
for Excellent
Results

Due to our unique partnership with St
Patrick’s National Teaching School, we have
a high number of Specialist Leaders of
Education based at our school.

Our teachers set up the conference and
led the pupils in revising key
mathematical concepts over the course
of the day. Over 20 of our own year 11s
attended and gave some excellent
feedback. Dylan said, “the conference
really helped me to understand things
that I struggled with” and “I feel more
confident after today.”

Mr Tite Headteacher

Our unique partnership with St
Patrick’s National Teaching School has
continued to power our improvement
journey and many schools across the
North West are being supported by
our team of specialised leaders. This is
a reflection of the high calibre of
teachers and leaders we have at OLSJ.

Our Year 11 students are making
excellent progress this year and a big
feature of this is the support given by
their parents. Parents and students
turned out in force for our recent
information evening where revision
strategies were shared by all subjects.
Our students have a range of apps and
websites to support them with their
revision and are working hard revising
each night. This is why we are expecting a
big increase in strong passes this year
across 14 subjects including English,
Maths and Science.

Our Lady & St John along with St
Patrick’s National Teaching School,
hosted a Year 11 Mathematics
Conference for over 300 pupils, from 21
different schools across the North West.

Outstanding
Leaders at OLSJ

Providing our students with advice and
guidance for their future careers is a real
passion here at OLSJ. We have recently
been benchmarked against national
standards by an independent advisor who
rated us at 86% compared to a 23%
national average. This is due to all the
opportunities provided in every year group.

AMAZING RESULTS IN
MUSIC
Congratulations to the following pupils
achieving amazing results from the London
School of Music: Mia Dickinson received
grade 3 Merit, Ellis O’Donnell a Distinction in
grade 5, Arzoo Patanker a Merit in grade 4,
Oliver Walsh got a Distinction in grade 1 and
Kelsey Taylor awarded a Distinction in grade
2.

OLSJ Developing Gifts & Talents
FANTASTIC RESULTS ACROSS ALL YEARS

Volunteers
OLSJ held the primary school sport hall athletics
event in January and we had lots of pupils
volunteer at the event. They were responsible
for officiating and recording results as well as
demonstrating events. They were a credit to the
school and ensured the event ran smoothly.

Cross Country
There were a number of pupils from OLSJ who
represented school at the Blackburn with Darwen
Cross Country event. The Year 10 & 11 boys team
finished 3rd overall with Musa Alshamari getting an
individual 3rd place finish. The highest placed female
was Dionne Reid who finished in 10th. They both
qualified to represent Blackburn with Darwen in the
Lancashire Cross Country event, alongside Curtis Poole
and Lewis Rolfe.

EFL U13 Cup
The Year 8 girls competed in the U13 EFL Cup at the
Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre, in a bid to represent
Blackburn Rovers FC in the next round. They finished
runners up in their group and just missed out on a place
in the next round.

Inspirational Talk from OBE Mike Haines
Mike Haines OBE, came into OLSJ on the 12th of February to talk to Year 10 pupils
about his brother, David Haines, the British humanitarian worker murdered by Daesh
in September 2014.Despite suffering tragedy as a direct result of terrorism, Mike himself
chose to publicly reject hatred in favour of unity, tolerance, and understanding. Students
were very moved by his account. Kenny Conroy-Hargreaves said “I felt really moved by
what Mr Haines spoke about. It made me think about things differently.”

Careers Extra

Exploring NHS
Careers

BAE Roadshow

To help our pupils who
are aspiring towards a
career within the health
service we arranged for
them to visit an ‘Explore
the Careers within the
NHS’ at Nelson and Colne
College. Representatives
from all the professions
within the NHS were
there and pupils were
able
to
collect
information,
talk
to
health professionals and
even use some of the
equipment needed for
various roles.

In September our Year 7 and 8 pupils
were treated to a spectacular show from
BAE Systems which focused on how
maths is used in the world of
engineering. Pupils were able to take
part in various experiments including
using a paramotor!

ARMY PRESENTATION
Year 9 and 10 pupils had the opportunity
to listen to an engaging presentation from
representatives from the Army.
The
presentation included how the Army plays
an important role around the world and the
opportunities the Army can provide for
young people interested in a career in
public services.

UCLAN Bioscience
competition
Four of our Year 10 scientists were selected to
take part in a Bioscience competition at UCLAN
University in October. The day involved pupils
taking part in a range of research experiments
that focused on careers related to the
Biosciences. The pupils had an excellent
opportunity working in the laboratories of
UCLAN and attending lectures in one of their
main lecture theatres.

Science
Roadshow
In December the team from
Science
Made
Simple
treated Year 7 and 8 to an
interactive science show.
The show explored how
engineering has developed
around the world. Pupils
were able to take part in a
range of experiments in the
origins of civil, aeronautical,
structural and mechanical
engineering experiments.

Outstanding Results

Oxford first for
former OLSJ
pupil Rheagan

It was an absolute delight to welcome
former pupil Rheagan McAvoy into
school, to celebrate her huge
achievement gaining a first-class
honours degree reading History at
Oxford University.
Rheagan spoke to pupils and staff about
her experiences at Oxford University
and took a Q&A session with a group of
Year 11 pupils.
Rheagan said: "Anything is possible, if
you work hard, are dedicated and
determined to succeed."
We look forward to her return later in
the year to talk to Year 10 pupils on
aspirations and achievement.

