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Message from the Headteacher
Welcome to our last newsletter of the year. It has been a fantastic year at OLSJ with many
highlights, some of which you will see in this newsletter. We were delighted to receive such
a positive report in our Section 8 OFSTED report earlier this year. The inspector said that
our students were a group of "stunningly delightful young people." We have known this for
some time and it was great to hear such an experienced visitor confirm this. He also praised
our staff, saying that they "go the extra mile" for the students. I think this is clear from our
newsletter; our staff give up so much of their own time at lunchtime, after school and at the
weekend to really bring out the gifts and talents of our students.
You will see how many opportunities our students have had to learn about future careers and universities. Our
careers curriculum is second to none and that is why so many of our students go on to great success in their
future lives. It has been a great sporting year with particular success in girls' rounders who competed in the
regional finals. We have ended the year with a Sports Awards evening to celebrate all the participation we see
across many sports. It has also been a fantastic year in the Performing Arts. We had our first Arts evening with
talented performances in music, dance and drama.
Whatever their gifts, our teachers seem to be able to enthuse and bring out the talent. Enjoy the read!

Performing Arts Summer Show

Evening of The Arts
We were very excited to present our very first Evening of The Arts, on Tuesday 9th July.
The evening celebrated all of the Performing Arts Faculty and the gifts and talents of almost
100 of our pupils with performances of dance, drama and music. Our school choir singing medleys
of songs from Matilda, debut performance from our newly formed OLSJ Band, full cast performances of ‘It’s a
Hard Knock Life’ from the musical Annie and ‘Nicest Kids in Town’ from Hairspray. A great night was
had by all.
Check out our Instagram
olsjcatholiccollege

Find us on facebook
Our Lady & St John
Catholic College

Follow us on Twitter
@olsjbb1

Manchester Crown Court visit
Year 8 pupils enjoyed an excellent opportunity to find out all about careers within law, with an engaging workshop held
at Manchester Crown Court. After negotiating the security procedures at the front of the court house, the pupils took on
all the roles within a trial. Pupils playing the roles of barristers, presented their case and the jury decided the verdict.

Army Work Experience

Eight Year 10 pupils had an excellent opportunity to gain an
insight into careers within the military, by attending a week's
residential at Altcar Training Camp. Our pupils were put
through their paces every day, and endured relentless room
inspections and the dreaded drill! They also had the
opportunity to attempt the assault course, go on the rifle
range, learn battle craft skills and attend a night exercise. A
worthy experience for anyone with an interest in the military.

Attendance

CHARITY
Our non- uniform day raised

£538.00

for St. Joseph's Penny

We've raised

£1048.92
for Caritas
£61.50 for
Poppy Appeal

Year 7 visit to
UCLAN
Pupils in Year 7 enjoyed a day studying
forensic science at UCLan in June. Pupils
had to use their science skills to work out
who had poisoned someone! By extracting
DNA from wine glasses pupils could see if
there was a match between the various
suspects and the victim.

Attendance has been a massive focus for our school this year and we
are delighted to inform you that our pupils have really stepped up and
worked hard to be on time and have good attendance raising our overall
attendance figure to above National average. Lots of initiatives have
taken place throughout the year, from mentoring to attendance blitz and we
thank all the parents and carers who have engaged with us on this. A
team effort always proves lucrative!
As a school we are so proud of the pupils and we hope we can continue
to increase this figure next year. As we know attendance is a key factor for
your child's education and missed school is missed learning time.
Congratulations to those pupils who have amazingly achieved 100%
attendance all year and our trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach on Tuesday is a
reward to all for their efforts!

SCIENCE
NEWS

It has been another very exciting
and successful year for students
in Science at OLSJ. Miss Firfire
established not one but two
extra-curricular clubs for KS3
students. The first of these clubs
was “Science Club” in which
students had the opportunity to
experience a wider range of
science topics as well as taking
part in creative and fun
practicals.

OLSJ CAREERS FAIR
OLSJ Year 10 pupils, enjoyed the opportunity to find out about the many different career options available to them post
sixteen. Our pupils engaged really well with the external providers and had a go at the many tasks on offer, opening up a
wide career pathway of options, when they move on from school after Year 11.

Go4Set Finals
Congratulations to the Year 9 team
who presented their Eco Hotel
project at the Go4Set Finals. The
team has worked hard over the
last ten weeks visiting businesses
and researching how they can be
more environmentally friendly.

Charity Climb
A huge congratulations to Mrs Wilson,
raising over £422.00 for the British Heart
Foundation, trekking in the Himalayas! Mrs
Wilson said "I walked up to Everest Base
Camp and came back over the Cho La Pass
via Gokyo Lakes, walking over scary
bridges, gleaming white glaciers and dirty
glaciers. I've been to the highest bakery and
highest Irish bar in the world. I got emotional
at the memorials for 'lost' climbers, saw
colourful temples and monasteries including a
yeti skull and hand. On day 2 I said "I think
I've just found myself a whole new
playground!" I spent time with lovely people
and found the whole experience amazing...
My inspiration for doing this trek came after
chatting to several people who've actually
summited Everest - Bonita Norris, Ben Fogle
and Kenton Cool.

Poetry Competition
Following the fire at the Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris on April
15th 2019, 7SJ3 pupils each wrote
a poem discussing this event.
These short poems, written in
French, took the form of a
calligram. Students had the choice
to describe the fire, the cathedral
or the destruction of the cathedral
in their poems, learning a lot of
new
vocabulary,
especially
adjectives, along the way. Twelve
students completed poems of which
five were chosen by members of the
MFL department to be entered into
the national Mother Tongue, Other
Tongue Poetry Competition hosted by Manchester Metropolitan
University. Although, unfortunately, none of our entries were
chosen as winners, all students who participated, were invited to
the celebration event held at Manchester Metropolitan University
on 21st June 2019. Students enjoyed walking around the
university campus and a display of South Asian dance before
listening to recitals of the winning poems in the prize giving
ceremony. All are looking forward to entering the competition
next year when, hopefully, we can create some winning foreign
language poems.

Check out our school website for all the latest news and a digital version of this newsletter www.olsj.blackburn.sch.uk

BLACKBURN COLLEGE TASTER DAY
As part of their preparation for leaving OLSJ
next year our Year 10 cohort had an excellent
day at Blackburn College sampling a variety of
courses that they may wish to pursue after
school. Blackburn College put on taster sessions
covering every course on offer from motor
mechanics to hospitality, A Levels to joinery.
Pupils were able to experience the practicalities
of the courses on offer, talk to tutors and see the
wonderful facilities the College has to offer. A
special thanks goes to the Student Liaison Team
at Blackburn College including Chloe, Kim and
Jonny who organised the day for us. Thank you.
Mr Larkin.

Gallery
Exhibition
in ART

Music recital
June 2019

The summer term has
been an absolute delight
for the Art department.
Pupils in Year 11 have
been given their own
'Gallery Space' to show
their outstanding GCSE
Art work allowing other
pupils the opportunity to
view the exhibit.

PRINTING
WORKSHOP

Gifted and talented GCSE
pupils had a fantastic time
learning new skills in Miss
Caldwell's half term holiday
club.

25 pupils from yr 7-11 were
chosen to perform on a range
of different instruments at a
music recital back in June.
Performances ranged from
enthusiastic beginners to more
experienced
grade
5
performances. All pupils were
nominated
by
their
instrumental teachers who
acknowledged their hard work
and talent this year.

Year 9 Residential to Brathay Hall, Windermere
A cohort of twenty Year 9 pupils were very
fortunate in taking part in an outdoor pursuit
residential holiday on Lake Windermere in April.
Pupils took part in various activities including;
ghyll scrambling, boating, high ropes and fell
walking. This was a fantastic opportunity for
pupils to push themselves out of their comfort
zones and plan future career goals.

Year 10 Gifted &
Talented visit to
Oxford University

A small group of Year 10 pupils had to get
up early in March for the long journey to
Oxford University where they had a
fantastic opportunity to experience what
studying at Oxford would be like, the
courses on offer, the application process,
the accommodation and the social side at
being at one of England’s most prestigious
universities.

Year 9&10 visit to
Manchester University
Pupils from Year 9 and 10 had the
opportunity in March to visit
Manchester University to find out
all about what studying at a
university involves. Pupils listened
to an informative presentation
about the courses on offer and
about the fantastic opportunities
available in terms of sport, clubs
and societies and also about the
opportunities
a
university
education can present.

Year 9
Employability skills
in Year 9 enjoyed working
workshop Pupils
in teams to solve Maths problems
and create a free standing
structure using limited resources
in May. This workshop also
looked at the labour market
climate in Lancashire and the
opportunities available for our
pupils in the future.
Pupils
created an array of structures
with the winning structure over
seven feet tall!

Year 10 Bank of England talk
Earlier this term, Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to
hear a talk from Tanveer Hussain from the Bank of
England. Tanveer gave a very interesting presentation on
the role of the Bank of England in the UK and how the
Bank influences the economy and supports the high street
banks.

Year 9 visit to UCLAN
A group of Year 9 pupils had an excellent
opportunity to visit UCLan and see some of the
STEM courses that are on offer at university. Pupils
took part in an architecture workshop, aerospace
engineering workshop and developed their
appreciation of courses focusing on space and how
the galaxy was formed!

Gifted and Talented Science students attended, the
Lancashire Science and Technology Challenge Day.
Iman and Sunnah in Year 10 reached the prestigious
North West of England Science and Technology
Challenge Final at The University of Manchester. The
young women competed with other schools all
around the North West, displaying their talent for
problems solving and team work. Iman and Sunnah
represented our school with pride and showed
themselves to be confident and articulate young
women. Well done, we are all very proud of you.

Year 9
visit
SPORTING
NEWS
Another fantastic season in
P.E. Girls Rounders' places Year 7 second, Year 8 First,
Year 9 first, 4th in Lancashire
and Year 10 third. Well done
girls!

Year 9 pupils participated in visits
to the HQ of Together Housing in
June, to see what the inside of a
work environment looks like and
to see all the various roles that are
involved in running a £200
million housing enterprise. Pupils
also took part in an interview
technique
skills
workshop
delivered by the Head of Human
Resources, Mr Nigel Jones.

Athletics
We saw a record number of our pupils
gaining places in the Blackburn with
Darwen cross schools tournament early
in the term. Amazing results ! Well done
to everyone who took part.

